Precious Things 

1 Peter 1:6-7 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. ESV

1 Peter 1:18-19 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of  a lamb without blemish or spot. ESV

1 Peter 3:4 but let your adorning be  the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. ESV

2 Peter 1:3-4 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become  partakers of the divine nature,  having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

We have lost the true meaning of the word, “precious.”  Just like we have lost the real meaning of “bad” and “sweet” so it is with “precious.”  Today if something's “bad” then it could be that they mean that it is good.  And something sour can be “sweet” as long as it's novel or unique.  So it is with “precious.”  Today we look at a bunch of little puppies and say, “how precious.”  We see small children holding hands and, holding our hands clasped between our heart and head we say, “oh, how precious.”  People collect little figurines of tear-dropped eyed dolls doing quaint things and we call them “Precious Moments.”  I dated a girl one time who loved those thing more than anything else, I quickly realized that I couldn't marry her because I couldn't afford a unique collector's edition figurine for every special occasion and especially “just because.”  Her love for such things was “bad” and I don't mean good.  In today's terminology, the word “precious” has somehow come to mean “cute,” “memorable,” or “sweet.”  And I mean “sweet” in the sense of ... oh, never mind.  

The Greek word that is translated as “precious” in the New Testament means something much more than just cute or quaint.  It denotes something that is “extremely valuable,” “very costly,” “of great or highest price.”  It's not a word that they threw around back then just to mean something ordinary or something sort of neat.  And it wasn't a word that meant something was fairly valuable or sort of expensive.  It was the highest of value expressed in description; if something was precious, then it was extremely valuable!  It was likely the most valuable thing that you owned.  If you owned something truly precious, then it was something that you guarded and that you kept and that you took care of; it was something that you esteemed and regarded higher than anything else.  

Put an ordinary shale rock in a man's pocket and that rock's presence doesn't change much about him and he swaggers and strolls along thoughtlessly as he did before, but take a very expensive diamond, a precious gemstone worth millions of dollars, and place it in his pocket and suddenly that man walks different.  Suddenly his eyes are more cautious and he is more aware of his surroundings.  His movements and mannerisms change.  His speech changes.  His desires and goals even in the immediate are transformed.  He is no longer casual in his lifestyle but deliberate.  He is no longer nonchalant but very much attune to every little thing.  Why?  Because he realizes the preciousness of what he possesses.  And that makes all of the difference in the world!

I'm preaching today, because I'm afraid that many times modern Christians suffer from a lack of realization of the value of what they have been given.  Their lack of understanding as to the preciousness of what God has given them shows in their spiritual casual attitudes and laziness; it shows in how they walk before God and men; it shows in their mannerisms and definitely shows in their goals and life drive.  Even Spirit-filled Christians – who have been given so much – can begin to play marbles with the diamonds and casually cast them before pigs.  In other words, we can begin to take for granted what we have and such an attitude is dangerous because it ultimately leads to our losing what we have been given.  Give a child a hundred dollar bill to play with and that small child has no appreciation of what its worth and will soon lose it because they will play with it as they might a penny.  So it is with us – a spiritual casualness towards precious things usually ends up in our losing the precious things. 

I remember reading a story years ago about a journalist who went to interview a park ranger's son somewhere in the natural reserves of the northwest.  To the journalist's viewpoint the kid had it made.  The journalist lived in a big city and dealt with smog, traffic, trash, and crime.  This kid lived in paradise with splendid views and crystal clear lakes and nature.  What he discovered when he got there was not what he expected.  The kid didn't want to talk about all of the “dumb nature” stuff.  He threw rocks at a squirrel and called them “little beggars.”  He didn't want to go out on the trails so that the journalist could get some pictures.  He'd seen all of the waterfalls and didn't care to ever see them again.  The kid just wanted to stay in his cabin on the internet and only really lit up and began to talk when the journalist noticed a skateboard in the corner and asked him if he liked to skateboard.  Then the kid lit up and began talking animatedly and told him that his dream was to one day go to the big city where everything was concrete and where you had curbs to jump over and there were no dirt roads.  When the journalist told him that he lived in such a place, the kid begged him to tell him all about it and would interrupt every now and then with an “awesome” as he listened.  The journalist was shocked when at the end of the interview, the kid said, “you know what I wish for more than anything?”  “What?”  “That they would come in and knock down all of the dumb trees and pave this whole forest and then we could skateboard.  Yeah, that would be cool.”  

Steven Curtis Chapman had a song about the phenomenon:

It's like playing Gameboy while standing at the Grand Canyon

Like eating candy at a gourmet feast

Like wading in a pond when I could be swimming in the ocean

What's the deal with me?

Wake up and see the glory!

Such are many Christians today!  It might be human nature, but God forbid that we would treat lightly the precious treasures that God has given us!  And it's even worse in our spiritual lives because we have an adversary, the devil, who would like nothing more than to steal the most precious things away from us!  And sometimes it is that the devil knows the real value of what we have been given than we do and the end result of that scenario is that we lose!  

But, oh, if we could ever get a true grasp of what that which God has given us is worth; if we could ever truly view the precious things of God as extremely valuable, then it would change our life immeasurably!  We would walk different, we would talk differently!  We would never slump in depression again.  We would never doubt again, not if we realized the enormous value of what we have within us!  Somebody needs to wake up and see the glory!  You need to realize that you have been entrusted with some extremely valuable things!  You have precious things today!  

_____________________________________________________

There are four things that are labeled as “precious” in the New Testament.  How fitting it is that it would be Simon Peter who would tell us about all four things.  The books of 1 Peter and 2 Peter are works written in the later years of the disciple's life.  The young Simon Peter took these things for granted and almost lost out on them.  He learned the hard way the great value of them and so it is no accident that it is Peter who makes sure that we know that these things are valuable.  

Sometimes you have to almost lose something in order to fully appreciate it.  Like my bike that was stolen when I was a child.  We eventually got it back – and it was some distant relatives of Bro. Webb who stole it, but that's another weird twist of fate and a story told another time – but once I got it back I treated that bike very differently.  I no longer threw it down any old place when it was supper time, but I carefully wheeled it to a storage shed and locked it up.  How sad it is that we have to sometimes have a wake up call before we truly appreciate the precious things of our life!  And Simon Peter almost lost these things and that is why he wanted to let us know about them.  This sermon is a wake up call to try to keep you from having to learn everything the hard way!  You have been given some things that are precious! 

The first thing, according to God's leading apostle and our first text is:

Genuine Faith

True faith is something that is precious alright, but it is something that we don't always fully appreciate.  Faith is precious because it is rare and it can do what nothing else can do.  Faith can save you.  We are saved by grace through faith.
  The writer of Hebrews tells us that:

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and  that he rewards those who seek him. ESV  

This is the same chapter that describes to us what faith is – it is the hope in the unseen, the holding onto things that have not yet materialized in God.
  It is believing what God has said, over what we feel or others say and acting on that belief before you see the results.  There is no substitute for such genuine faith; say it with me:  “without faith it is impossible to please Him.”  You cannot please God without faith.  And you cannot be saved without faith, “He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.”
  Not just being baptized, but he who believes and is baptized.  All of the other promises of God are only opened to you by faith.  

The scripture does not say that he who is patient will be saved.  The scriptures do not say that he who is kind will be saved.  The scripture do not say that he who loves will be saved.  He who believes and acts on that belief is what saves us.  We are saved by grace through faith.  A person can be a “good person” to human eyes and have good intentions and be kind and patient and even have much love but if they do not have faith in God that causes them to act on what God has commanded, then they cannot be saved.  Their self-righteousness cannot save them.  

But turn it around and you find a great truth, really that person who thinks that they are “good” is not really when you measure it according to God's principles.  And the person who thinks that they love and that they are patient and kind, are not nearly as loving as as patient as they should be by God's estimate.  And without faith, they will never be as loving and as patient and as kind as they should be.  There are kind atheists, but in their unbelief, they may help with a man's physical needs, but they do not reach out to help their fellow man with the greatest need which is spiritual fulfillment!  And so true faith is precious indeed and extremely valuable because without it you cannot please God because without it you will never become what God wants you to become! 

A person cannot truly praise God as He deserves and as should be done unless he or she has faith towards God.  A person will never be faithful to the house of God and the tenants of God until they are faith-filled.  A person will never truly have the courage to do what is right until they have faith that God is who He is and that He will do what He has said that He will do!  A person can only rise above the issues in their life to the degree of faith in God that produces true obedience.  There is no substitute for faith – you who are on a diet have tried to use an egg substitute, egg beaters – there is no such thing as “faith beaters.”  There is no other door into God's kingdom.  

There is no other thing to which Christ ascribes such prominence.  Really it is Christ who saves us yet He, tells us that “your faith has saved you.”  Really it was Christ who healed those people, but He said, “go your way, your faith has made you whole.”  As one preacher said, “faith is the only thing upon which the King of Kings places His crown and gives credit.”
  Because without faith, He cannot act in your life.  Without having faith, you cannot have Him!  He moves and responds and acts accordingly to your faith over all else.  

What this means is that our faith is indeed very precious!  It is very much extremely valuable because it can do for us what nothing else can do.  We ought to guard it more carefully!  You should take care of where you go because some places sap your faith.  You should take more heed to whom you hang around with because some people can drain you of faith.  Nothing robs your faith like brazen unbelief and fleshly doctrines of men.  Nothing robs your faith like sin and carnality.  We should give more careful thought to guard what we hear because faith comes by hearing and so does unbelief.  What comes into your ears determines much about the inner man and your standing before God.  

And what this means is that there is a devil who wants to destroy us and he knows that the key to that is to destroy our faith.  He does that by bringing false doctrines to us; he does that by sifting us and shaking things in our life in order to bring you to a moment of a faith failure.  Simon Peter knew all about this, “Simon,” Jesus said, “Satan has desired to sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith fail not.”
  Jesus didn't pray that Satan would leave Peter alone, but rather that Peter's faith would not fail during the shaking.  Because if a person goes through something and trusts in God through it, then they come out on the other side with a stronger and even more precious faith!  That's what Peter was saying in our text:

1 Peter 1:6-7 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. ESV          

Peter was encouraging believers who had lost their homes and their jobs and who had fled their homeland because of great persecution that had come against the Apostolic church and he told them “rejoice.”  This is not a calloused and sarcastic remark, but a command based upon a great truth that Peter had learned the hard way – Satan wants to steal your faith and so he buffets you and tries to shake things up, but God allows it to come because the irony of the matter is that if you stand strong and rejoice through your mess and come through it still holding on to Jesus, then your faith, having been tried and found genuine will be all the more precious, just as gold becomes more valuable the more it is purified.  The irony is that if a person will protect their faith and not give it up during the storm, what the devil meant to destroy them will actually produce in them a greater and stronger and even more precious faith!  

Simon Peter's faith almost failed – he went to the bottom, did he not?  He denied Christ three times to His face and lied and cursed and fled.  But somewhere there was a flicker of faith that never wavered and because Peter came through the darkest times, he no longer feared the threat of what Satan could do to him.  He denied Christ because of the fear of what men and the devil would do to him if they found out that he loved Jesus, but after he came back from the bottom, Peter would no longer fear what men and the devil threatened and was able to stand all the more stronger through even greater persecution.  If someone would realize how precious your faith is, then you would guard it all the more carefully!  Don't let Satan rob you of it, and don't let this storm steal it, because if you will protect it, you have more of it in the end and what you do have will be increased and more powerful!  Faith is a precious thing – treat it as such!

__________________________________________________

There's something else that Peter wanted us to know was exceedingly valuable and precious:

The Blood of Jesus

Listen to what the Apostle wrote:

1 Peter 1:18-19 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of  a lamb without blemish or spot. ESV

You were ransomed, which is to say that you were purchased back from sin and redeemed, not with silver and gold, but with the “precious blood of Christ.”  Truly Christ was precious and there is not another like Him and that makes His sacrifice all the more valuable and precious.  And most precious of all is the blood that He shed for you and I.  If Christ had come to earth as God in Flesh and done great miracles and taught wonderful sermons and walked on the Sea of Galilee and yet had not been willing to shed His blood for you and I on the cross, all of it would be for naught and we would all be still be lost and undone.  Like your faith, the blood of Jesus is precious because it has no substitute.  There is no substitute for the human blood and there is no substitute for the work of the blood of Jesus in your life! 

Take it from someone who was there:  Simon Peter fled, but he heard all about it from John.  The sacrifice of Jesus' life on the cross was a horrific thing.  It was a gruesome and awful sight, the suffering that this man took upon Himself.  The beating and then the lifting up in shame and suffering – oh, what is more precious than a man's life and yet who would give up their life for another?  Only a great love, a precious love, a higher love could give up such a thing.  Such was the sacrifice of Calvary and that makes the precious blood of Jesus an extremely valuable thing!  The writer of Hebrews tells us:  

Heb 10:28-29 Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? NKJV

Did you catch that?  It is a spiritual crime of the highest order to have “counted the blood of the covenant … a common thing.”  God will not hold such people without punishment and judgment.  That means that you've got to guard your view of Jesus Christ and His blood.  It's a mistake to dumb Him down or think of Him as anything less than God Almighty.  Paul told us:

Col 2:8-9 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, NIV

Beware of human traditions and philosophies that would say that Jesus Christ is anything less that “all the fullness of the Deity living in bodily form.”  Because to do so is to view His blood as common and ordinary and such will bring the judgment of God!  Truly, “God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself.”  Christ is not a part of who God is, rather all of God was in Christ, because He is God manifest in flesh.  Christ is not a fraction of God, but rather all of God and therefore His blood is a very precious thing and far from common!  Jesus was not just another prophet, He was God in flesh!  Jesus was not just another moral teacher, He was the image of the invisible God!  Jesus was not just a historical philosopher, but was God robed in flesh, so that He could shed blood for you and I!  Jesus is altogether different than Mohammed and Krishna and Buddha and James Brown, because He shed His blood for you and it was a pure and incorruptible blood!  It is a saving blood.  Be sure that you do not make the mistake of following man's traditions that count Him as anything less than God Almighty because to do so is to treat His blood as a common thing and it brings the judgment of God! 

You are saved, Peter tells us, through “the precious blood of Christ.”  And I'll just add this:  don't the devil spoil you by you believing the tradition of man that water baptism in the name of Jesus isn't any different than other methods of baptism that men have invented.  The formula matters because Biblical baptism is for the “washing away of sins” and the only thing that can wash your sins away is the blood of Jesus.  Without the blood, there is no remission and no forgiveness of sins.  And the blood is applied when we obey the commandment to be baptized in His Name. Hear the command of this same Simon Peter, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the Name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins...”  Water baptism in the Name of Jesus Christ is the baptism that brings forgiveness of sins and it does so because it is the application of the blood of Christ to your spiritual man!  Just kneeling in an altar is not enough, you need those sins washed away!  You need the blood of Jesus applied to your life.  To reject this truth is to count the blood of Jesus a common thing and such God will judge!  Get into the water in His Name!  It is no little thing; it is the very saving power of God at work in your life.  His blood is the thing!  The saving and cleansing blood of Jesus is precious!  Don't let anybody or anything steal it from you!

___________________________________________________

Here is a third precious thing according to the Apostle:

A Quiet Spirit

Peter told us that our adornment ought not be the outward adorning of external accessories, but rather we should be beautiful in the Godly way, by the internal adornment of a meek and quiet spirit.  I realize that in context, he is speaking to women and also especially to wives, but does this not apply to every member of the church, which is the bride of Christ?  Should we not seek to take care to adorn ourselves with what our God, our future husband, is attracted to and counts as great worth?  Listen to it again in that context:

1 Peter 3:4 but let your adorning be  the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. ESV

What is this quiet spirit that is in God's sight so precious?  What is a gentle and quiet spirit?  It is full of meaning if you ponder it for a moment.  First in context, a quiet spirit means an attitude that is submissive.  As Sarah obeyed and submitted herself to Abraham, so should we obey and submit to God's word and will.  Those who would use this as a weapon in their earthly marriage, miss the greater point.  You can never submit yourselves one to another as you are commanded in an earthly marriage, unless you are first submitted to God's Word and authority.  To have a quiet spirit means that I surrender and I submit and I obey.  It is the opposite of a loud, rebellious spirit that is contentious for its own way.  Such an attitude is precious to God!

A quiet spirit also carries the idea of trusting and goes back to faith.  I cannot submit to someone that I do not trust.  It also carries the idea of kindness and patience.  A quiet spirit means that I am not characterized by anxiousness or worry.  It speaks of an “others first” mentality that is demure and defers to my brother.  Oh, how the bride of Christ  needs a baptism and adorning of a meed and quiet spirit!  

This world discounts such traits as weaknesses and considers them worthless qualities.  It praises the woman who immodest and brazen in her sin.  It praises the man who is a rebel and who submits to nobody and who trusts no one.  The world champions and values the exact opposite of what God counts as precious.  It really boils down to this:  whom are you trying to please?  Do you care more what the world thinks of you and your lifestyle or of what God thinks?  If you care what God thinks, then He thinks that there is nothing more precious than an attitude of a quiet spirit.

Oh, that we would value things as God values them!  I recently in another sermon told the story of my brother's friend who boarded a plane and found himself sitting next to a newly crowned Playboy model.  She sat in very immodest and revealing clothing in all of her beauty and very enthusiastically told him the new doors and success that had been recently opened to her until she asked what he did for a living and found out that he was a preacher.  Then she began to try to tug her dress down and got embarrassed to which my brother's friend, told her, “don't worry about it, I'm happily married, here,  look at the picture of my wife.”  To which the model said sincerely, “she's very pretty.”  “Yes she is,” said my brother's friend, “but her beauty is different than yours and greater.”  “How so?”  “Because your beauty is like gravel, it is all out for anyone to see and partake of, but her beauty is for me alone.  Therefore it is rarer than your beauty; your beauty is common and therefore not special, but my wife's beauty is precious and rare because it is reserved for me alone.”  The lady, wide-eyed, said, “I've never thought of it that way before!”  

Worldliness, immodestly, forward and brazen womanhood, and rebellious and self-seeking manhood is common in our world.  It's not rare and it's not precious.  What is precious is what God counts as worth the most and what is rare to find, the heart of the servant – the meek and quiet spirit that submits and obeys and puts others first!  That is what God counts as valuable indeed!

________________________________________

There is one more thing labeled by Simon Peter as precious:

The Promises of the Word of God.

Peter wrote to us in his final letter and told us:

2 Peter 1:3-4 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him  who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become  partakers of the divine nature,  having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  ESV

God's divine power has granted us such great things!  And truly precious are every one of His great promises that we have written down in this Book!  They are precious because they are unchanging truth and that is a rarity in today's world.  They are precious because they are eternal and though heaven and earth will one day pass away, the promises and declarations of scripture will remain true and in effect!  The believer in Allah, has no confidence that things will be as Allah has said or as Mohammed has written because they might get there and find out that their god has abrogated once again, meaning that he changed his mind and made the earlier decree to be untrue.  The believer in humanity has no guarantee that his word or any other man's word means anything because usually it does not.  But the believer in God has His promises written down and they are unchanging!  He will be in eternity what He has always been and that makes this book – because of the great promises that it binds God to in our lives – the most valuable book in our lives and something very, very precious.

Oh that we would count it as the most precious thing!  If we would, it would change everything in our life.  You would make it a point to everyday pick it up, and read it, and try to put into practice what it said.  There would be no question of “are we going to church tonight?” because it is at church that God's word is revealed and ministered by His chosen vessels.  Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God and how can  they hear without a preacher?  People who are casual in their attendance to the house of God and to preaching and to devotion, really have the issue that they do not realize the great value of what they have been given!  The promises of God are precious because it is through them that we can become partakers of God's very nature!  Faith is precious!  The Blood of Jesus is precious!  A meek and quiet spirit is precious!  Let us realize their great value before they have been taken from us!  And let us zealously protect these precious things!       
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